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Akutagawa, “Rashomon” and “Yam Gruel”
Vocabulary (“Rashomon”)



“Yam Gruel”
1. Rashomon





3. Heian period

2. Kyoto





4. samurai
Questions:

5. (“Rashomon”): What is the general condition of Kyoto at the time of the story?

6. (“Rashomon”): What is the old woman in the tower doing?

7. (“Yam Gruel”): What animal serves as Toshihito’s messenger?

8. (“Yam Gruel”): Why doesn’t Goi eat much yam gruel when he has the opportunity to eat all he wants?

9. In “Literature and Geography” Tuan describes three ways in which imaginative literature can be useful to the geographer.  Discuss how either story could be useful to a geographer in one of the three ways.
